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COLLABORATIVE MODELS TO 
SCALE UP CLIMATE ACTION AND 

RESILIENCY EFFORTS





ST. LOUIS REGIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSORTIUM (STL-HESC)

 Topics have included Consortium engagement 
with AASHE, networking with the Illinois Green 
Economy Network, and participation in 
Recyclemania. Semesterly coffee-talks address 
experiences like move-out, curriculum, and 
freshman orientation.

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS



NYC CARBON CHALLENGE

Established in 2007, the challenge was 
designed for universities and hospitals to 
reduce city GHG emissions 80% by 2050 
(from 2005 baseline)

17 NYC universities committed to building-
based GHG reductions through tracking and 
optimizing

CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

UC– Policy on Sustainable Practices text 
components:

• Green  Building Design

• Clean Energy

• Climate Protection

• Sustainable Transportation

• Sustainable Building Operations for 
Campuses

• Zero Waste

• Sustainable Procurement

• Sustainable Foodservices

• Sustainable Water Systems

• Sustainability at UC Health

“The University of California is 

committed to responsible stewardship 

of resources and to demonstrating 

leadership in sustainable business 

practices. The University’s locations 

should be living laboratories for 

sustainability, contributing to the 

research and educational mission of the 

University”

CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS
& EDUCATION



STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

ENERGY FOOD
SUSTAINABILITY 
BENCHMARKING

Reduce SUNY’s 
energy consumption 
by 30%  by 2020

Brownfield to 
Brightfield: a project 
exploring placement 
of renewable energy 
installations on EPA 
brownfield sites

“SUNY Commits” to 
NY State Agriculture, 
an initiative 
intended to increase 
the quantity of local 
food procurement

Funded by the 
American Farm Trust’s 
Farm to Institution NYS 
Initiative

A workbook 
intended to 
implement a set 
of tiered 
guidelines for 
SUNY dining and 
retail  purchasing

64 campuses, altogether one 
of the state’s largest energy 
consumers
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GEORGIA CLIMATE PROJECT
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CLIMATE EDUCATION PARTNERS

San Diego research and higher education 
institutions partnering to educate San Diego 
leaders about climate change and its effect on 
the region’s  quality of life

The coalition collects climate data, develops 
educational materials for community members, 
and models regional climate collaboration for 
replication by other communities

SAN DIEGO, CA CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS
& EDUCATION



THE NORTHEAST CAMPUS 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSORTIUM (NECSC)

A network of sustainability officers 
committed to meeting annually to 
advance education related to 
sustainability in higher education
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THE OFFSET NETWORK

A coalition of partners dedicated to 
sharing and creating high quality 
resources, templates, and peer 
evaluation for institutions interested in 
implementing carbon offset plans, 
especially for Scope 3 emissions

EXAMPLE GUIDES FROM THE OFFSET NETWORK

CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE IN URBAN 
CAMPUSES AND COMMUNITIES (CRUX)

Multi-city partnership supported by a 
Kresge Foundation grant

Project goals include
• Implementing a nationally-scalable 

strategy for climate resiliency in 
communities and campuses

• Learning with and from the partners 
as they complete benchmarking by 
creating a campus/community task 
force, and completing a resilience 
capacity assessment
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ECOLEAGUE
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EcoLeague consortium 
members include:
• Alaska Pacific University, 
• College of the Atlantic, 
• Dickinson College, 
• New College of Florida, 
• Northland College, and 
• Prescott College. 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SYSTEM

10 campuses
committed to the

UC – Policy on
Sustainable 

Practices
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UPPER MIDWEST ASSOCIATION FOR 
CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY

• Volunteer organization founded in 2005 to share 
information on sustainability between college 
campuses in the Midwest
• Research, programming, facilities/maintenance

• Originally funded w/ grants from MN Office of 
Environmental Assistance and EPA

• Today, entirely volunteer-run

CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS
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GREATER ATLANTA RCE
CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS
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A Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) for education on 
sustainable development (ESD) is a network of individuals, 
institutions, organizations, and experts who are:

committed to using formal, nonformal, 
and informal education as a collaborative 
tool for increasing collective impact to build 
a sustainable future.



Businesses, institutions, and civic 
leaders reporting and sharing climate 
action strategies aligning with the 
City’s Climate Action Plan

BOSTON GREEN RIBBON COMMISSION
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS CITY STATE RESEARCH NETWORK RESIL’CY OFFSETS



REDUCE THE GHG OF PITTSBURGH
…by actively engaging all Pittsburgh 
region colleges and universities to:

1. COLLABORATE,
2. SHARE INFORMATION, AND
3. SET GOALS REGARDING: 
 research agenda
 education curricula, 
 operations,
 outreach activities, and
 commitments that reduce GHG 

emissions

HECC MISSION:

HIGHER ED CLIMATE CONSORTIUM
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